


Night – Final Test
Study Guide

Be able to identify the following characters:

Elie Wiesel




Akiba Drumer



Chlomo Wiesel



Dr. Mengele
Madame Schachter



Zalmen
Moshe the Beadle



Tzipora
Juliek





Idek
Be able to associate the following objects to a character in the story:

Violin






Gold Crown





Whip

Monocle and baton

Spoon and Knife
Familiarize yourself with the following literary terms: 

Foreshadowing is the act of presenting materials that hint at events to occur later in story; examples from Night include warnings from Moshe the Beadle and Madame Schachter.
Irony is the difference between appearance and reality.
Climax is the point of highest interest and suspense in a literary work.

Symbolism is any object, person, place, or action that has both meaning in itself and that stands for something larger than itself such as an idea, belief, or value.
Allusion is a rhetorical technique in which reference is made to a person, event, object, or work from history or literature.
Theme is a central idea in literary work.
Conflict is a struggle between two forces in a literary work.  That character may struggle against another character, against the forces of nature, against society or societal norms, against fate, or against some element within himself or herself.

Think about the following questions as you reflect on the novel, Night:

What town does Elie and his family come from?

Upon his return to Sighet, what does Moshe the Beadle attempt to do?

On what day are Elie and his family deported from the ghetto?

On the train to Auschwitz, what does Madame Schachter have visions of?

What is the Kaddish?

With what instrument is Elie’s gold crown removed?

Why does Akiba Drumer decide to die?

Why does Elie end up having to have an operation?
What does Elie pray to God that he will never do?
After they arrive at Gleitwitz, what does Elie hear in the middle of the night?

When the young pipel is executed, one prisoner asks, “Where is God?” How does Elie answer this question?

Why is the hanging of the pipel so emotional for the prisoners?
What is Elie’s “inheritance” from his father?

What stares back at Elie at the end of the novel?

What is the slogan for Auschwitz?

Why don’t Elie’s shoes get taken away at Buna?

Who was imprisoned in the concentration camps?

How would you describe Moshe the Beadle?
What are the conditions like in the cattle car?

What is the most important goal for Elie as he enters Auschwitz?

What is ironic about the choice Elie and his father make concerning staying in the hospital or evacuation with the others in the unit?

How would you describe the scene in the novel where the two cauldrons of soup are important?

Why is the violin so important to Juliek?

Why does Elie, some years later, ask a lady not to throw money at the poor?

How does Elie’s father die?

How does Elie feel after the death of his father?

Here is some extra information for studying:





Night is the account of a young man (Elie) who must bear responsibility for his aged father and whose loss of a beloved parent wracks his spirit with terror, despair, and regret.


One of the most gripping autobiographical ordeals in literature, it carries the reader into the hell of Nazi perversity to the death camps intended to rid the German Reich of Jews.


Over eleven months – from deportation on May 16, 1944, to liberation in April 1945 – Elie moves from Hungary to Kaschau, Czechoslovakia and the reception center at Birkenau, Poland.  Marched east to Buna, the electrical works at Auschwitz, Poland, he witnesses the worsening of his chances of survival as the hated “Butcher of Auschwitz,” Dr. Josef Mengele, steps up the extermination of the unfit.


This book contains 9 segments (or chapters).

Author’s Life and Works


Elie Wiesel, the third child of Shlomo and Sarah Feig Wiesel, was born September 30, 1928, in Sighet, a provincial town in the Carpathian Mountains in the far north of Romania near the Russian border (which was a part of Hungary during World War II).  Shlomo Wiesel, a revered theologian, served as grocer and leader of the Jewish community.  Having experienced torture and imprisonment as a young man, he urged his only son to study psychology, astronomy, and modern Hebrew.  Sarah Wiesel impelled Elie toward traditional Judaism – Torah, Talmud, Kabbalah, and Hasidic lore.
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Wiesel’s slender book, Night, tells the events of his teen years, when German forces deport his family by cattle car first to Birkenau, the SS reception center where his mother and sister Tzipora were separated from the family and never seen again as they died in the gas chambers on the night of their arrival at Auschwitz-Birkenau.  At Auschwitz, Wiesel and his father worked at hard labor.  Authorities transferred them to a third segment of Auschwitz, the electrical warehouse at Buna south of the Vistula River, and finally, near the end of WWII, 400 miles west to Buchenwald in central Germany, where Shlomo died of dysentery ten weeks before American forces liberated the camp.
· Dysentery is not a disease but a symptom of a potentially deadly illness. The term refers to any case of infectious bloody diarrhea, a scourge that kills as many as 700,000 people worldwide every year. Most of the victims live in developing areas with poor sanitation, but sporadic cases can pop up anywhere in the world.




Entrance, or so-called "death gate," to Auschwitz II-Birkenau, the extermination camp, in 2006.
                2


Wiesel did not learn until after the war that his two older sisters, Hilda and Bea, also survived.  After receiving medical treatment, Wiesel went to France with other orphans but he remained stateless.  He stayed in France, living first in Normandy and later in Paris working as a tutor and translator.  He eventually began writing for various French and Jewish publications.  Wiesel vowed not to write about his experiences at Auschwitz-Birkenau and Buchenwald because he doubted his ability to accurately convey the horror.


Wiesel’s self-imposed silence came to an end in the mid-1950s after he interviewed the Nobel Prize-winning French novelist Francois Mauriac.  Deeply moved by Wiesel’s story, Mauriac urged him to tell the world of his experiences and to “bear witness” for the millions of people who had been silenced.  The result was Night, the story of a teenage boy who survived the camps and was devastated by the realization that the God he once worshiped had allowed his people to be destroyed.


Since the publication of Night, Wiesel has written more than 40 books.  He became an American citizen in 1963.  In 1969, Wiesel married Austrian-born writer and editor Marion Erster Rose, also a survivor of the Holocaust.  His wife has edited and translated many of his works.  They have a son, Shlomo Elisha, born in 1972.  They live in New York. 


Wiesel has defended the cause of Soviet Jews, Nicaragua’s Miskito Indians, Argentina’s “disappeared,” Cambodian refugees, the Kurds, South African apartheid victims in Africa and more recently the victims and prisoners of the former Yugoslavia.  In presenting the Nobel Peace prize, Egil Aarvik, chair of the Nobel Committee, said this about Wiesel, “His mission is not to gain the world’s sympathy for victims and survivors.  His aim is to awaken our conscience.  Our indifference to evil makes us partners in the crime.  This is the reason for his attack on indifference and his insistence on measures aimed at preventing a new Holocaust.  We know that the unimaginable has happened.  What are we doing now to prevent its happening again?”

Timeline

· September 30, 1928 – Elie Wiesel is born in Sighet, Romania, which later becomes part of Hungary.
· March 1933 – Adolf Hitler is elected Chancellor of Germany; Heinrich Himmler opens Dachau, a death camp, near Munich
· July 1937 – Buchenwald concentration camp opens
· April 1940 – Germany captures Norway and Denmark.  A concentration camp opens in Auschwitz, Poland
· September 1941 – At Auschwitz, Germans begin using poison gas.
· March 1943 – Himmler initiates the use of crematoria (a furnace or place for the incineration of corpses) in Auschwitz.
· May 1944 – The Wiesels arrive at a concentration camp in Birkenau, Poland.
· Summer 1944 – Elie and his father are sent to Auschwitz.
· January 1945 – Elie and his father are taken to Buchenwald, Germany
· January 18, 1945 – Russian forces liberate Auschwitz
· April 1945 – American troops free inmates at Dachau and Buchenwald camps.
· 1947 – Elie enters the Sorbonne to study philosophy
· 1955 – Elie is encouraged to write about his incarceration in a death camp
· 1956 – Elie enters the U.S.
· 1960 – Elie publishes the English version of Night.
· 1986 – Elie receives the Nobel Peace Prize
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